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Visiting Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
and Self-development
— A Study in Complementary Values
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Abstract

'The care for individual and collective balance is almost non-exist-
ent within the context of the technological development that Western
countries are experiencing. This is why we find that these Western soci-
eties, despite believing in the benefits provided by self-development and
human development programs on a material and economic level, are
forced to realize their complete failure in achieving harmony between
what is technical and what is ethical.

Indeed, a life deprived of the heavenly values that were revived by
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) is nothing but a dark life where the light
of Allah, the Exalted, is absent and where hearts are dead. That is why
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) said: “I see death as nothing but happiness,

).

and life with oppressors as nothing but misery,” as internal oppression is
what leads to external oppression. Therefore, establishing justice within
oneself is the foundation for moral uprightness and the manifestation of
complementary values. Moreover, applying the connotation al-Makar-
em (most noble) to ethics and values is only consistent with praiseworthy
ethics and values accompanied by knowledge capable of initiating the
movement of development and purification in the self of the visitor of
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), to truly achieve humanity with divine dignity.

Visiting the Master of the Martyrs (PBUH) is a unique behavioral

and moral experience carrying impressive cognitive and behavioral ar-
rangement, from the doctrinal and cognitive dimension to the ethical
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and moral dimension, then the missionary dimension. It is a heavenly ..

elixir if consumed by the human soul, endless blessings will follow. The _:4
Husayni visitor becomes the focus of the care of the Truth Almighty “"¥&

and His Noble Messenger (PBUH&HF), and will be in the prayers of
the Household (PBUT) and the angels.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), self-development, visit, val-
ues, ethics, complementary.
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Abstract

This study attempts to address the ruling on asking for entry
permission at the shrines when conducting Ziyara, its legitimacy, and its
philosophy. It starts with an introduction that presents the meaning of
asking permission linguistically and terminologically while addressing
the difference between the jurisprudential and ethical definitions. The
study then addresses the central main criteria that define the necessity
of asking permission to enter the shrines of the Vicegerents of Allah,
the Infallibles (PBUT), through comparing the traditions and rules set
by the Holy Law for holy places such as the Kaaba, the Haram Mosque,
the Prophet’s Mosque and the graves of the believers on one hand,
and the shrines of the pure Imams (PBUT) on the other hand. These
traditions and rules also apply to the latter according to the scholars’
opinions, due to their sacredness and holiness.

To explain the status of asking permission in visits more clearly,
we observed the ruling during the Imams' (PBUT) lifetime, and at
their death, and it became evident that said etiquette was obligatory.
Evidence from the Quran, narrations, and the traditions of the religious
and rational people are also mentioned to prove this.

At the end of the study, we briefly mentioned the terms of permission

mentioned in the Ziyara texts narrated from them.

Keywords: permission, asking permission, Imam al-Husayn

(PBUH)), shrines, Ziyara (visitation), entry, holy scenes.
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of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
— An Analytical Study
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'The Warith al-Anbiya Institute for Specialized Studies
on the Uprising of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)), Iraq
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Abstract

Jihad is one of the most important pillars and foundations of Islam.
It is the strong shield that guarantees the durability and continuity of
Islam. Moreover, it constitutes the backbone of the uprising of Ashura.
Thus, the following question arises: What is the reality of Jihad? What
are its limits and stages in the light of the Ziyara-texts related to Imam
al-Husayn (PBUH)?

This study attempts to answer the aforementioned question by
scrutinizing the Ziyara-texts related to Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) and
the sections containing the word Jihad and studying them analytically
and descriptively. After an in-depth study, it is concluded that Jihad in

the Ziyara-texts related to Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) is not limited to

fighting for the sake of Allah, it is rather broader than that. It includes
the Jihad against oneself and Satan, the Jihad of calling to the path of
Allah with wisdom and good advice, and the Jihad with wealth and self

srptite e b

for the sake of Allah. These Ziyara-texts also reflect that the Jihad of
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) and the Infallibles (PBUT) is the highest
level of Jihad, and the true Jihad for the sake of Allah.

Keywords: Jihad, the right of Jihad, Ziyara of al-Husayn (PBUH), ‘. o0
Jihad against oneself and Satan, Jihad of propagation, Jihad of wealth,
military Jihad.
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The First to Have Visited Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
— An Analytical Historical Study
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Abstract

As soon as the land of Karbala was honored by welcoming the
body of the Master of the Martyrs, Abu Abdillah al-Husayn (PBUH),
his noble grave became a destination attracting lovers and a compass
guiding the lost. Numerous, or rather innumerable, narrations have
been reported about the virtue of visiting our master Abi Abdillah
(PBUH). Therefore, people have since long competed to obtain this
virtue and to gain its reward. They sacrificed their livelihoods and got
their hands amputated, and even their heads severed, all endured for
the honor of visiting our master Abu Abdillah (PBUH). Hence this
study, titled “The First to Have Visited Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) — An
Analytical Historical Study” aims to investigate who had the privilege of
being the first person ever to visit his grave. After delving into various
books, it was established that the possibilities are limited to three
individuals: Sulayman Bin Qatta, a righteous contemporary of the event
of Karbala, or Ubaydullah Bin al-Hurr, a prominent figure in his time,
where indications and evidence exist proving the precedence of either of
them. The third possibility, Ugba Bin Amr al-Sahmi, is not considered
due to the lack of explicit qualifying evidence, and that which has been
mentioned regarding him being the first person, is a mere assertion by

some later writers.

srptite e b

Keywords: the first to visit, Ziyara, Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), Tbn &8,

Qatta, Ibn al-Hurr, Ugba al-Sahmi.
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Abstract

Hadith sources have many narrations encouraging one to visit Imam
al-Husayn (PBUH), designating for the visitor a great reward that may
exceed the reward of known obligatory worship. Hence, the problem
of proportionality between this Ziyara as a recommended act and the
reward given to the visitor arose. This led the study to analyze this
religious practice and address the mis-grounded conceits associated with
comparing it to known obligatory worship like Hajj. The descriptive-
analytical method was adopted in this study, and sometimes al-Manha;
al-Nagli (the approach of transmitted texts) when dealing with the
reported hadith texts. The study reaches important results that highlight
the importance of this visit, and the fact that it deserves the reward

mentioned while preserving the status of other obligatory worship as well.

Keywords: Ziyara, Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), reward,

visitor’s reward, conditions of the visitation.
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Abstract

Part two of the research deals with another group of excerpts from the
Ziyara mentioned in the book, Nawader al-Hikma, known as “Dabbat Shabib’.
'The aim is to study and illustrate the virtue of the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn
(PBUH) through these excerpts. The Ziyara’s important terminology is also
examined and analyzed by referring to Quranic verses, narration, and scholars’
opinions. Thus, the selected samples of the Ziyara-texts in this research “Part
Two” complete the three previous discussions in “Part One”.

Part two includes an introduction, five discussions, and a conclusion. The
introduction emphasizes the importance of explaining and illustrating some
parts of the Ziyara texts of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). The fourth discussion
is titled, “T'he Light of Muhammad and His Household and Their Purity From the
Light of Allah” . It analyzes their reported narrations (PBUH) and explains the
meaning of the purity and the light mentioned. The fifth discussion explains
the meaning of testimony and witnesses, mentioning related Quranic verses
and their discussion with a presentation of possible explanations. The sixth
discussion is about inheritance, stating that Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) and
his family are the heirs of the Prophets. This is mentioned in some Ziyara-
texts and is supported by some Quranic verses and other strands of evidence.
At the end of this part, different possibilities for interpreting the meaning of
inheritance, in this context, through related narrations are presented.

The seventh discussion deals with the visitor’s testimony that Imam al-
Husayn (PBUH) performed prayer, charity, and other acts, by analyzing the

Ziyara-texts containing the testimony. The research aims to explain in detail

the meaning of the testimony of the visitor to the Imam (PBUH). Finally, the 2

last discussion explains the secret behind greeting the angels when visiting the

tomb of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) as mentioned in the Ziyara. The research

ends with a conclusion that includes several results.
Keywords: Ziyara, Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), Nawader al-Hikma, angels,

testimony, greeting, visitor, heir.
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Abstract

Etiquettes occupy a considerable area of the Islamic jurisprudence.
Moreover, the specific etiquette related to the Ziyara (visitation) of
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) is one of the most important categories. This
study discusses the nature and truth of these etiquettes on the religious
level. It reveals that etiquettes are a set of actions, avoidances, qualities,
and forms. They are religiously required, as they complement and fulfill
their related religious tradition. These etiquettes address obligatory and
prohibited acts, as well as recommended and Makrooh (disliked) acts.

'The first possible dividing criterion is based on whether the etiquette
is related to a specific time or not. Another criterion of division is
also possible: dividing etiquettes into the etiquettes of Ziyara at the
shrine, and the etiquettes of Ziyara from a distance. Indeed, distant
visitations have etiquettes, just like the visitations at the Shrine. The
study then discusses the applications, rules, and religious evidence of

these etiquettes.

Keywords: nature, truth, etiquette, Ziyara (visitation), the visited,

Imam al-Husayn (PBUH.)
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Abstract

'This study focuses on the worldly and afterlife effects that affect the
honorable visitor of the holy shrine of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). The
more frequently he visits the holy shrine and the further the distance he
travels, the more benefits he will receive in this world and the hereafter.

'These benefits depend, firstly, on the extent of the visitor’s knowledge
of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), then secondly, on his piety, good deeds,
and faith in his religion, and thirdly, on the general interest of managing
the matters of the visiting servant of Allah, and on what the divine
wisdom necessitates.

After having examined the noble narrations, it was found that the
majority mention benefits in the hereafter whose effect is considered
to remain. Other narrations mention the worldly benefits in particular,
in order to ensure happiness for the dear visitor in the two worlds: this
world and the hereafter.

‘Through this study, it becomes clear that the interests of the Ziyara
vary from worldly benefits to benefits that surpass this level, namely
afterlife benefits which are more lasting and more deserving of being

reached.

&
&
&

Keywords: Ziyara, Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), benefits, this WOI'ld,' % ' S,

the afterlife, happiness, effects, knowledge, status.
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'The Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)

and the Sense of Belonging
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Abstract

'This study aims to explain the effects and results of the Ziyara of
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) that reinforce the sense of affiliation with
him and his blessed path.This analysis is consequent to a presentation of
how to perform Ziyara (visitation) as intended by the infallible Imams
(PBUT). Namely, a visitation that produces such positive effects and
results, given their role in salvaging the Islamic nation, and connecting
it to its truthful leaders and role models, and achieving happiness in the
two worlds.

'This study adopts the analytical methodology, analyzes the reported
texts, and investigates the results based on four topics. It also presents
important recommendations, of which the most prominent are the
necessity of ingraining and comprehending the meanings and values
tor which Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) sacrificed himself. Thus, making
them accessible for anyone wishing to derive lessons from them. And to
confront any attempt to distort the image of these values and principles
or deviate from their concepts or applications. Other recommendations
mention that it is necessary to establish institutions, centers, and
educational processions. And to support responsible preachers capable
of administrating the millions of visitors, who travel to visit Imam al-

Husayn (PBUH), on a media, educational, and mobilizational level.

These preachers must echo the brightness of his blessed uprising and

lead the Islamic nation for which he sacrificed himself.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), Ziyara, Karbala, feeling,
belonging.
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Abstract

'This study aims to explore the reasons for the uprising of Imam al-
Husayn (PBUH) and review and analyze the existing various opinions.
“Part One” of the research highlights the general reasons, which are a
set of factors that preceded the events of the uprising, from the early
periods after the Prophet (PBUH&HF) died to Muawiya’s era. These
include the consequences of the policies and the political ambitions
of Muawiya, which continued with his lineage from the Umayyads,
especially his son Yazid.

Moreover, the research presents several opinions and discussions
on the delay of the uprising until Muawiya’s death, despite the many
reasons that could justify its emergence during his rule. The research
ends, by selecting and presenting the most pertinent reason among the
various reasons discussed in this regard, based on the evidence and the

course of events at that time.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), uprising, reasons, events,

enjoining good and forbidding wrong, allegiance.
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